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Dear Visitor,

The exhibition “Tesori Recuperati” brings together a |
symbolic selection of stolen archacological artefacts
recovered by the Italian Gendarmerie Carabinieri. The
event has been organized by the 2018 Italian OSCE [
Chairmanship to showcase Italy's efforts in the fight |
against illicit trafficking in cultural property and to shed |
light on the importance of relevant international co-
operation.

Combating the destruction of cultural heritage and trafficking in cultural
property is a priority of the Italian 2018 OSCE Chairmanship. Similar to other
forms of illicit trade, this is a threat to our communities.

Over the last few years, we have experienced a dramatic surge in the
destruction and degradation of archaeological sites and in trafficking of
cultural property, not only throughout the OSCE area, but also in the
Mediterranean region and beyond.

Research argues that the black market in looted antiquities is ISIS' second
largest source of funding, as documented recently by UNESCO. The looting of
the ninth century B.C. grand palace of the Assyrian king Ashurnasirpal II at
Nimrud, for example, should remind us that this kind of trafficking is deeply
interlinked with transnational organized crime, corruption networks and the
financing of terrorism.

Italy has been dramatically affected by the looting of archacological sites for
centuries. This has resulted in the development of a unique national expertise
in fighting trafficking in cultural property. We are, therefore, interested in
sharing with others our valuable experience and good practices. We are also
keen on acquiring new tools and ideas from other participating States.
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Since 2016, the Border Security and Management Unit of the OSCE
Secretariat's Transnational Threats Department with the support of other
participating States, including Italy, has been organising seminars and
workshops across the OSCE region bringing together international experts,
government representatives, border and customs officials and police. The
ultimate aim is to design new international co-operation mechanisms to
effectively fight trafficking in cultural property.

We strongly believe that the OSCE has an important role to play and should
continue to intensify this important work, in co-operation with UNESCO,
INTERPOL, UNODC and all other relevant multilateral organizations.

Alessandro Azzoni

Permanent Representative of Italy to the OSCE
Chairperson of the OSCE Permanent Council
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“Tesori Recuperati”

This exhibition brings together a symbolic selection of stolen archaeological
artefacts recovered by the Carabinieri for the Protection of Cultural Heritage.
This effort has been supported by multi-stakeholder diplomacy enacted by the
Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Co-operation. The
Carabinieri Corps is specialized in safeguarding cultural heritage through
investigation and recovery, as well as awareness-raising campaigns. It is
acknowledged worldwide as the leading police force in this field.

According to INTERPOL, the international black market in cultural goods is
worth around 6 billion dollars and is a major source of funding for terrorists
groups like ISIS. Identifying and seizing stolen cultural goods requires
effective multilateral co-operation among a broad range of stakeholders
including Ministries of Foreign Affairs, Ministries of Cultural Heritage, police
forces, judicial authorities, museums and private collectors. Trafficking in
cultural properties can only be eradicated through effective multi-stakeholder
international partnerships and cooperation.

All the artefacts presented in this brochure were either stolen or illegally
excavated in Italy or abroad before being identified and recovered by the
Carabinieri through international judicial investigations and police
cooperation efforts. This proves the urgent need for international stakeholders
to tackle illicit trafficking of cultural property, a transnational threat which
undermines our cultural heritage, feeds corruption and finances terrorism and
organized crime.
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How was the Capitoline Triad recovered?

The Capitoline Triad
was first discovered in
1992 during clandestine
excavations carried out
by a band of grave
robbers in the Rome area.
The investigations of the
Carabinieri for the
Protection of Cultural
Heritage found that,
following excavation,
the sculpture had been
illegally exported to
Switzerland and sold to a
receiver of stolen goods, who intended to sell it on the international black
market. Information gathered by the Carabinieri allowed to sketch out the
"identikit' of the Triad, that was eventually disseminated in the media in order
to discourage attempts to sell the stolen artefact. Media coverage combined
with increasing investigative pressure exercised by the Carabinieri, forced the
receiver to abandon the Capitoline Triad in 1994 near the Swiss border. This
important sculptural group is now exhibited in the Musco 'Lanciani' at
Guidonia Montecelio, in the Rome area, while the grave robbers and the
receiver were handed over to the competent authorities.

Capitoline Triad; Photo credit: Italian Carabinieri
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Trafficking from Syria

The bas-relief displayed here
originates in the famous
archaeological site of Palmyra. It was
identified and seized in 2011 during an
inspection at the house of a collector
in Northern Italy, who was found in
possession of several archacological
and art-historical objects. After
careful examination, the Ministry of
Heritage, Culture and Tourism
confirmed its authenticity and origin.
The artifact was named the 'bride of
the desert' after its beauty. Pending its
return to the relevant national
authorities, the object is currently
under the custody of the Carabinieri.

Funerary bas-relief from Palmyra, Syria;
Photo credit: Italian Carabinieri
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Along duerecovery

Two marble portrait heads, showing
respectively the Roman Emperor Tiberius and
the Roman General Drusus Minor, were stolen
in 1944, during the Second World War, from
the Museo Civico in Sessa Aurunca, near
Caserta, in Southern Italy, by looters who
illegally seized and sold abroad these two
masterpieces.

Following
extensive
investigations,
the Carabinieri
were able to
locate both

X Head of Druso minore;
Sculptures 1N Photo credit: Italian Carabinieri

two museums in the United States, seventy
years after their theft.

The Italian Ministry of Heritage, Culture and
Tourism, supported by the Italian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and International Co-

Head of Emperor Tiberius;

Photo credit: Italian Carabinieri Opel‘ation, engaged with Federal Agel’lCieS and
United States authorities and facilitated the repatriation to Italy of the two
marble heads in 2017.
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Carabinierifor the Protection of Cultural Heritage

Established in 1969 as a specialist
unit of the Carabinieri Corps, the
Carabinieri for the Protection of
Cultural Heritage are tasked with
. preventing and combating crime
against cultural property and
undertaking information-
gathering and analysis along with
other police forces. The unit
works under the authority of the
[talian Ministry of Heritage,
Culture and Tourism, which is
responsible for coordinating
investigations across the country
as well as co-operation with
foreign police. Based on the
experience acquired in almost 50
| years of activity, the Carabinieri
for the Protection of Cultural
Heritage has become an
international role model in this
field. The Corps also provides police forces and Cultural Ministry officials
from all over the world with training courses and capacity-building activities.

e

Photo credit: Italian Carabinieri
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The Carabinieri conducts
specialist investigations into
crimes against cultural heritage,
focused on dismantling criminal
networks and recovering stolen
artefacts.

To this end, the unit can boast a
remarkable investigative tool: the
'Databank of illegally removed
cultural objects', a database with
photographic and descriptive
evidence on over 1,220,000 stolen
orillegally exported artefacts.

Photo credit: Italian Carabinieri
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