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I ta ly  a l igns i tse l f  wi th the  sta tement del ivered on beha l f  of  the  EU Member sta tes .  

Al low me now to add some remarks in  my nat iona l  capaci ty .  

  

At  the  outset ,  I  wish  to express  my congratu la t ions to you on  your new role  as  Cha ir  

of  th is  very  important  Group.  

 

I  would a l so l ike  to  thank the  Director  Flav ia  Pa lanza  for  her  thoughtfu l  and 

informat ive  keynote speech.  I  am convinced that the  European Investment Bank 

can provide  a  s igni f icant  contr ibut ion  to  the  post -covid recovery of  the 

Medi terranean reg ion .  I  am indeed conf ident  that  the  Bank wi l l  redouble  i ts  e fforts  

to  th is  goa l ,  and the  words heard today  encourage  me in  th is  respect .    

 

I  we lcome the  act ive engagement of  our Partners  and fe l low Ambassadors  in  th is  

d iscuss ion.  The ir  vo ices are  the  main reason we are  here  today ,  as  we r i sk  to  

over look  the  Medi terranean  d imension of  the  pandemic .  In th is  regard ,  I  thank 

Poland and Sweden  for  keeping  th is  topic  h igh in  the  Agenda of  our Organizat ion.   

 

I ta ly  hopes that  our common endeavor could be  t ransla ted in  some concrete action  

to  ass i s t  the  efforts  of  our partners .   

 

Unfortunate ly ,  the  rea l i ty  we are  l iv ing in  i s  s t i l l  dramat ic :  whi le  the number of 

casua l t ies  i s  ra ther  restr ic ted among Southern Mediterranean states  -  i f  compared 

to Euro-At lant ic  and Euro -Asian reg ions  -  Covid-19 wi l l  certa in ly  a ffect  



considerably  soc io-economic  indica tors ,  further  exacerbat ing -  in  some cases -  

f rag i le  soc ia l  environment s .   

 

We are part icu lar ly  concerned about  the negat ive consequences  of  the  pandemic on 

spec i f ic  a reas ,  such as :  the  reg iona l  t rade ,  bear ing in  mind the  a l ready low level  of 

economic  integra t ion among Southern Medi terranean  countr ies ;  tourism ,  a  cruc ia l  

sector  for  the  economies of  our  partners ;  and foreign direct  investment ,  the  engine 

of  many economic  systems in  the  reg ion .   

 

We are  a l so a la rmed by  the  s i tuat ion of  vulnerable groups ,  inc luding  women,  youth 

and older ,  and by  the  increas ing trend of  soc io-economic  inequali t ies  and the i r  

adverse  effects  on secur i ty  and stabi l i ty .  The inter l ink  between cl imate change  and  

the  present  and future  pandemic  i s  a  matter  of  great  concern as  wel l .   

 

Aga inst  th is  backdrop,  we  cannot  remain pass ive  and the  OSCE should do i ts  part  

to  he lp the  recovery  in  the  Medi terranean,  in  synergy  wi th other  Organizat ions.  In 

part icu lar ,  th is  Organiza t ion could be an exce l lent  p la tform for  exchanging  

exper iences ,  pract ices  and knowledge ,  which may be  cruc ia l  for  the  recovery .  

Digital ization and smart  working  a re ,  for  example ,  domain s where  the  OSCE 

learnt  a  va luable  lesson to be  shared wi th our Partners ,  for  the  benef i t  of  publ ic  

and pr ivate  sectors .   

 

Of course ,  we a l l  need to invest  on i t ,  in  the  interest  of  Partner s  and a l l  part ic ipat ing 

Sta tes .  As a  good example  of  col laborat ion ,  le t  me ment ion a  project  that  I ta ly  is  

sponsor ing  in  a  d i fferent  context .  I  am referr ing to the  “Union for the 

Mediterranean Grant Scheme for employment promotion ” .   

 

This  tool  i s  meant  to  he lp  non-prof i t  organizat ions in  the  Medi terranean deve lop 

instruments  “ to enable  people  to  f ind jobs,  cont inue to ga in a  l iv ing and improve 

the i r  work and l iv ing condi t ions ” .  Moreover ,  th is  Scheme supports  projects  tha t  

encourage  entrepreneurship  and improve  the  business c l imate  for  Micro ,  Smal l  and 

Medium-sized enterpr ises ,  as  cruc ia l  providers  of  employment in  the  Medi terranean 

reg ion.  In other  words,  th is  in i t ia t ive  intends to improve the  economic  res i l i ence  of  

c i t izens ,  espec ia l ly  vulnerable  demographic  groups,  by  deve loping  employment-

re la ted capac i ty  and new  paths of  t ra in ing and sk i l l s  a t ta inment .  I  be l ieve  that  a  

ref lec t ion on projects  part icu lar ly  a imed a t  Micro ,  Smal l  and Medium -sized 

enterpr ises  can be  re levant  for  our d iscuss ion today .  

Thank you .  


