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The Ital ian Consti tution (1948),  coeval  with the Universal  Declaration of  

Human Rights ,  protects  freedom of expression and freedom of the press  under 

Artic le  21 ,  which se ts  forth :  “Anyone has the  r ight  to  free ly  express  the i r  thoughts  

in  speech,  wr i t ing ,  or  any  other  form of communicat ion.  The press  may not  be  

subjected to any  author isa t ion or  censorship […]” .   

 

In  l ine  wi th the  const i tut iona l  pr inc ip les  of  the  r ights  to  freedom of opin ion and 

express ion,  inc luding press  freedom and plura l i sm (Art .21) ,  the  widest  var ie ty of  

informat ion and v iews and the  independence of  the  media  are  effect ive ly 

guaranteed.  The re  are  no restr ic t ions on access to  internet  or  to  create  b logs -  which 

have become,  over  the  years ,  an important  source  of  informat ion.   

 

Artic le  1  of  Legis lat ive Decree 70/2017 establ ished the Fund for  plural ism and 

innovation (operational  s ince 2017)  a imed a t  s t imula t ing the  innovat ion of  the  

informat ion offer  and the  deve lopment of  new publ i sh ing companies a l so in  the  

f ie ld  of  d ig i ta l  integra t ion,  in  the  management of  const i tut iona l  pr inc ip les  regarding 

freedom and plura l i sm of  informat ion.  

 



 
 

As for  the  communicat ion sector ,  al low me to recal l  the role  of  AGCOM. This  is  

an independent and “convergent” regulatory Authori ty  covering al l  segments 

in the  communications sector in  I taly .  Most ly ,  AGCOM is  in  charge  of  regula t ion 

and compet i t ion enforc ement under the  EU Regula tory  framework of  e lec tronic  

communicat ions,  news -media  p lura l i sm,  media  concentra t ion and market  

moni tor ing ,  inc luding onl ine ,  audio -v isua l  media  content  regula t ion and 

surve i l l ance ,  onl ine  copyr ight  protect ion,  regula t ion of  scar ce  resources ( radio -

spectrum and numbering) ,  regula t ion and surve i l l ance  of  the  compet i t ion and 

consumer protect ion condi t ions in  the  posta l  serv ices sector .   

 

S ince  2017,  AGCOM has establ i shed a  se l f - regula tory  body ,  ca l led “Roundtable to 

guarantee  p lura l i sm and correct  informat ion on d ig i ta l  p la tforms” a imed a t  

promoting se l f - regula t ion and co -regula t ion among i ts  members ,  which inc lude 

onl ine  advert i sers ,  press  publ i shers ,  t rad i t iona l  media companies and dig i ta l  

p la tforms.  This  in i t ia t ive  ant ic ipated com mitments and guide l ines by  onl ine 

p la tforms in  the  context  of  pol i t ica l  e lec t ions.  AGCOM has des igned the  

methodology  of  a  new monitor ing system of onl ine  d is informat ion ( fake  news) .  

Cooperat ion among the  members of  the AGCOM Roundtable  has led a l so to a  

number of  research partnerships ,  which are  in  process of  deve loping innovat ive 

detect ion and monitor ing systems to f ight  aga inst  d is informat ion spreading across  

onl ine  p la tforms.   

 

As for  RAI (nat iona l  publ ic  broadcast ing  company )  and plura l i sm,  in  addi t ion  to 

AGCOM, the  re levant  par l iamentary  Overs ight  Committee  -  wi th in which spec i f ic  

“marge s  d e  manoeuvr e s” are  entrusted to the  opposi t ion -  i s  entrusted by  law to  

provid ing guidance,  in  order  to  ensure ,  in ter  a l i a ,  respect  for  p lura l i sm.  


